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June 1 Letter to Families
Posted on 06/01/2020

Dear Families:

It has been another week of horrific acts and images and a replay of many incidences in our
country's racist history. It has surfaced long-standing trauma for many and brought up past scars
of historical suffering and pain.

Many of us are feeling overwhelmed, weary, and deeply saddened. I encourage you to stand firm
in your resolve and commitment. Our voices and collective action have never been more needed
than right now.

Every person has a responsibility, and is empowered, to make positive change. In Seattle Public
Schools, our dedication to supporting African American and Black boys and young men, is
stronger than ever; the lives of our Black students matter. Our staff are committed to this
mission and undoing the legacies of racism in our education system. If we do not take this most
important moment to live out the values and commitments in our strategic plan, we will have
failed.

We all have to believe in Black Excellence. We have to believe in each of our students. And
together, we need to actively build a counternarrative to the racism and bias Black students
experience every day. A narrative of love, hope, and commitment. A narrative the recognizes the
inherent brilliance and giftedness of our Black youth. We need to be a school system that LOVES
Black boys and youth and focuses not on fixing students but disrupting and fixing the racist
systems that marginalize and limit them.

Finally, together we must create a more powerful vision of what our society should be and can
be. The recent atrocities we have all witnessed must be the final tipping point towards radical
change. To our students of color, particularly our African American and Black youth and
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community, please know that we see you and we support you. Seattle Public Schools commits to
do better by all of you.

Classrooms across the district are taking time this week to discuss the events that have unfolded
in recent weeks and the history leading up to them. We ask for your partnership in continuing
these important discussions with young people at home. These are not one-time conversations
but must be ongoing learning that each of us courageously engages in.

Here are some resources for your consideration, to use on your own or with your children:

Teaching Tolerance: Teaching About Race, Racism and Police Violence 
Seattle Public Libraries Race and Social Justice books for kids K-5 
New York Times: An Antiracist Reading List 
Your Kids Aren't Too Young to Talk About Race: Resource Roundup 
Anti-Defamation League: lessons, table talks, and books:

Table Talk: George Floyd, Racism, and Law Enforcement 
Middle School Level lessons 

100 Race Conscious Things You Can Say to Your Child – Conversation Starters 
NPR: How White Parents Can Talk About Race 

Tomorrow, join me on Facebook Live for a discussion about the upcoming engagements around
the scenarios of reopening schools. Additional details will also be shared in an email from Public
Affairs tomorrow, with more information about The Summer of Learning and virtual graduations
ceremonies.

Sincerely,

Denise Juneau 
Superintendent
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https://www.tolerance.org/moment/racism-and-police-violence
https://www.spl.org/books-and-media/books-and-ebooks/staff-picks-for-kids/race-and-social-justice-books-for-kids-k-5?page=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/29/books/review/antiracist-reading-list-ibram-x-kendi.html
https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/george-floyd-racism-and-law-enforcement
https://www.adl.org/education-and-resources/resources-for-educators-parents-families/lessons?ed_cat_id%5b176%5d=176&ed_cat_id%5b216%5d=216&ed_cat_id%5b230%5d=230&grd_lvl%5bmiddle-school%5d=middle-school
http://www.raceconscious.org/2016/06/100-race-conscious-things-to-say-to-your-child-to-advance-racial-justice/
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/31/866426170/raising-white-kids-author-on-how-white-parents-can-talk-about-race
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