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  A $500,000 grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation recently gave 
the Council a boost in providing assistance to urban school districts to ensure that the 
federal stimulus funds are spent effectively, productively and transparently.  

 
The Council has developed a web site for urban districts to post their plans and 

query each other on the use of stimulus funds.  It’s also publishing a guide and providing 
advice and counsel to the school systems.      

 
The coalition of the nation’s urban school systems finds a variety of promising 

ways districts are using the stimulus money in addition to saving jobs: 
 

• Alaska’s Anchorage School District is preparing students for postsecondary 
education, training and careers to help meet the state’s workforce needs; 
 

• Boston Public Schools plans to support the district’s strategic plan, Acceleration 
Agenda, to help English language learners close the achievement gap; and 
 

• Pittsburgh Public Schools plans to strengthen Pathway to Promise, a ninth-grade 
readiness program designed to ease the transition between eighth and ninth 
grades. 
 
The Council is still compiling detailed information on how urban school districts 

are using their stimulus dollars.  
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