
LWF_Day1, Texts1&2 

Text 1:  "The Story of Johnny Appleseed" Weekly Reader.  Retrieved 
from the Weekly Reader Website, 06/10, 2011.  
<www.weeklyreader.com>. 

¶1 A man named Johnny Appleseed lived long ago.  His real name 
was John Chapman. Why did people call him Johnny Appleseed? 
Let’s read the story to find out. 

¶2 Johnny Appleseed was born in Massachusetts. He walked west 
across the country. He carried a sack of apple seeds. He planted 
seeds in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

¶3 Johnny did not have a home.   He made clothes from sacks, and 
he did not have shoes to wear.  As a hat, he wore a tin cooking pot. 
In fact, he used the pot for cooking! Johnny Appleseed was a kind 
and gentle man.  

¶4 He was a friend to all the people he met. He was also a friend to 
animals. Sometimes he slept with them in their barn. Years later, 
many apple trees grew from all the seeds Johnny had planted. 
People across the country had apples to eat. 

¶5 Johnny liked to tell people this story about his life. People have 
told the story about Johnny Appleseed for hundreds of years. So the 
next time you bite into an apple, thank Johnny Appleseed 

Text 2:  "Johnny Appleseed Was Born September 26, 1775."  
Retrieved from the Library of Congress Website: America's Story 
from America's Library.  06/10, 2011.   
<http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/revolut/jb_revolut_apple_1.ht
ml> 

¶1You've probably heard about the legendary "Johnny Appleseed" 
who, according to story and song, spread his apple seeds all over the 
nation. Did you know there really was a "Johnny Appleseed"? His 
name was Jonathan Chapman. Born in Massachusetts on September 
26, 1775, Chapman earned his nickname because he planted small 
orchards and individual apple trees during his travels as he walked 
across 100,000 square miles of Midwestern wilderness and prairie. 
He was a genuine and dedicated professional nurseryman.  

¶2 In 1801, Chapman transported 16 bushels of apple seeds from 
western Pennsylvania down the Ohio River. He had acquired more 
than 1,000 acres of farmland on which he developed apple orchards 
and nurseries. But he didn't just stay there.  
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¶3 Chapman's work resembled that of a missionary.  Each year, he 
traveled hundreds of miles on foot wearing a coffee sack with holes 
cut out for arms and carrying a cooking pot, which he is said to have 
worn like a cap over his flowing hair.  

¶4  About 1830, Chapman also acquired land in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
There, he planted a nursery that produced thousands of seedling 
apple trees that he sold, traded, and planted elsewhere. It's no 
wonder he became a legendary figure with his cheerful, generous 
nature, his love of the wilderness, his gentleness with animals, his 
devotion to the Bible, his knowledge of medicinal herbs, his harmony 
with the Indians, and above all, his eccentric appearance. Fort Wayne 
still celebrates the life of "Johnny Appleseed" with a festival every 
September when apples are harvested. Next time you bite into an 
apple, think of the man who spread wealth through apples, Jonathan 
Chapman, better known as "Johnny Appleseed."  

 


