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Research and Curriculum Meeting Overview 

 

Mattie Stepanek said it best, “Unity is strength... when there is teamwork and collaboration, wonderful things 

can be achieved.”  As urban districts strive to improve student achievement in light of the higher expectations 

of the Common Core and other college and career ready standards, we face challenges in moving the work 

into daily instruction and having a highly-regarded system in place to determine how implementation is 

progressing and what further supports are necessary. This work must proceed even with competing priorities 

and shifting budgets. 

Participants will share current curriculum, research and assessment practices from their districts. Teams will 

also participate in sessions designed to generate additional ideas and strategies to successfully coordinate, 

align and refine the work in their district. 

Meeting Goals: 

1. Provide participant teams with an opportunity to share ideas for deepening the implementation of 
college and career ready standards in every classroom.  
 

2. Examine strategies  to assess the quality of implementation and support at the school and classroom 
level.  

 
3. Use 2013 NAEP sample items to discuss implications for deepening teacher and administrator 

understanding of the standards and the types of assignments and questions that need to be 
incorporated in classroom instruction. Additionally, determine how to use current resources to 
differentiate support for teachers to accomplish changes in instructional and assessment practices.  
 

4. Examine how the use of student work samples across content areas can be used to determine levels of 
student proficiency in order to determine the scaffolding needed to accelerate student learning.   
 

5. Engage in a dialogue regarding ways to address disproportionality in schools both academically and 
behaviorally.  
 

6. Share collaborative efforts to improve and support instructional practices  for English Language 
Learners that specifically provide access to rigorous high quality grade-level instruction. 
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